
25 years for the Baltic Sea
The Baltic Sea Fund was founded in 1989. A lot has happened since – in the region 
and worldwide. 25 years ago scientists were concerned about the degradation of 
the Baltic Sea, however the general public was not as aware. Today the situation 
is different. We recognise the bad state of the Baltic Sea and that different kinds 
of actions are needed on different levels to save our sea.

During its 25 years of operation, the Baltic Sea Fund has recognized and 
awarded forerunners for their work for a healthier sea. We will celebrate 
them May 9th in Alandica Culture and Congress Hall in Mariehamn!

PROGRAM
25 years for the Baltic Sea 

– through the eyes of the Baltic Sea Fund Prize Winners
13.00-16.00

The festivities will begin with a seminar with present winners and winners from 
years before. During the seminar both Swedish and English will be used.

Among them:
• 	 The business community on the bridge: Professor Erkki Leppäkoski from 
	 Finland (laureate in 2006) and the former Environmental Manager Stefan 
	 Lemieszewski from Sweden (laureate 2000) will discuss future ships, fuels, 
	 safety when shipping increases and benefits and conditions of shipping.

• 	 Active citizens. Oleg Bodrov from Green World, Russia (laureate 2000) and 
	 other representatives from environmental NGOs talk about the differences in 
	 attitudes around the Baltic Sea and the active citizen’s role in the change.

• 	 Climate change and research. Professor Hans von Storch from Germany 
	 (laurate 2014), Member of Parliament Christina Gestrin from Finland (Lasse 
	 Wiklöf Award winner 2011) and Head of Station Johanna Mattila from Husö 
	 Biological Station (Laureate 2001) will discuss the impact of climate change 
	 on the Baltic Sea and the role of research in showing how the Baltic Sea is 
	 affected.

• 	 The future of the Baltic Sea. Professor Fredrik Wulff from Sweden 
	 (laureate 1998), former Prime Minister and Speaker of Parliament Paavo 
	 Lipponen of Finland (Lasse Wiklöf Award winner in 2014) and other seminar 
	 speakers shows us the future for the Baltic Sea and what can be expected for 
	 the next 25 years.

• 	 In addition, the Åland Award Winner 2014 Soile Wartiainen will tell us about 
	 her work and we will meet prize winners from all around the Baltic Sea.

The seminar is free of charge. Registrations at www.alandica.ax.



The Baltic Sea Fund Award Ceremony
18.00

During the Baltic Sea Fund´s festive award ceremony, this year’s prize winners will 
receive their prize from the founder of the foundation, Counsellor of Commercial 
Anders Wiklöf .
This year’s main prize winner is Professor Hans von Storch from Germany. Pro-
fessor von Storch has in an exemplary manner helped to compile fragmentary in-
formation and knowledge into a comprehensive picture of the impact of climate 
change in the Baltic Sea region.
Lasse Wiklöf Prize award is given to former Prime Minister and Speaker of Parli-
ament Paavo Lipponen from Finland. Paavo Lipponen was very close to Lasse 
Wiklöf and worked as a mentor for Lasse . He encouraged Lasse in his practical 
work on environmental issues in everyday political work, both on the Åland Is-
lands and in Nordic cooperation.
Entrepreneur Soile Wartiainen from Mariehamn is given the Åland award for her 
long lasting professional and volunteer efforts to introduce, promote and high-
light organic farming in Åland.
The main speech will be held by the Baltic Sea Fund patron, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, President Martti Ahtisaari.

A tribute to the sea 
– concert with stars from Åland 

19.15

The author Leo Löthman, singers Sofie Asplund, soprano, Philip Björkqvist, 
bass-baritone, Michael Fagerholm, tenor, Yohan Henriksson and Therese 
Karlsson, soprano and pianist Patrick Komorowski offer a grand celebration of 
the sea in words and tone. Löthman will recite unique materials and singers will 
perform music from various genres, primarily from the Nordic music treasures, all 
with the sea as the central point. 

The award ceremony and the concert is free. 
Ticket booking via www.alandica.ax or from Alandica and Arkipelag receptions. 
Please note that the doors will be closed at 18.00. 

Banquet
20.45

The festivities continue with a banquet to honor our laureates. During the banqu-
et music and speeches will entertain the audience. 

Dinner (85 euros, incl. starter, main course and dessert and drinks) is booked from 
info@ ostersjofonden.org or phone (018) 15270 before 25 April. 

For more information: Baltic Sea Fund CEO Lotta Nummelin, Tel 018-15270 
or info @ ostersjofonden.org.
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